Headteacher: Miss Sarah Corbett
Telephone: (01686) 688458
E-mail:  office@caersws.powys.sch.uk

Website:  www.caersws.powys.sch.uk

S

"\M

‘Nurturing Hearts, Growing Minds, Opening Eyes, Imagining Futures’
‘Meithrin Calonnau, Tyfu Meddyliau, Agor Llygaid, Dychmygu Dyfodol’

Friday 28" November / Dydd Gwener 28ain Tachwedd

Caersws Primary School

Maesawelon
Caersws
Powys

SY17 5HG

Dear Parents/Carers,
Annwyl Rieni / Gofalwyr,

A few updates prior to the end of term.

Monday 1% December
Last swimming session of the school year. There will be no swimming in the spring term.
Year 6 will be visiting Newtown High school for a transition day.

Friday 5" December
Messy Play
Pupils will enjoy a Christmas themed Prynhawn Cymraeg.

Monday 8" December
Community Carols 2pm in the village hall

mince pie.

All parents/carers welcome to attend this event. There will be time set aside at the end to enjoy a hot drink and

PLEASE NOTE- CHILDREN WILL NOT BE RETURNING TO SCHOOL FOR PICK UP, SO MUST BE COLLECTED FROM THE
VILLAGE HALL BY 3.30. PLEASE LET STAFF KNOW IF YOUR CHILD HAS PERMISSION TO WALK HOME ALONE.

Tuesday 9*" December
Christmas Performance- Dress Rehearsal 2pm

production.

performances on Wednesday. Your support in this is appreciated.

Parents and family members are welcome to join us for this free dress rehearsal performance of the Christmas

We ask that wherever possible younger siblings are brought to this performance rather than one of the two main

Wednesday 10" December
Christmas Performances 2pm and 6pm

older pupils.

Younger pupils will perform ‘Knock, Knock- The Nativity’ followed by a performance of ‘Groovin- The Nativity’ by

We request that all children be returned to school for 5.30pm for the evening performance.

Thursday 11t December
Christmas Dinner Day
Save the Children Christmas Jumper Day
We invite children to wear their Christmas Jumpers and donate £1 (if possible) to charity.

Wednesday 17" December
Christmas Party Afternoon

Thursday 18t December
School breaks up for the Christmas holidays.
School resumes on Tuesday 6% January.




Attendance / Presenoldeb
The school’s annual attendance target is 95% and our current attendance figure is 95.32%. This is fantastic and we would like
to express our thanks to all parents and pupils for helping to achieve this high level. Diolch yn fawr.

Safeguarding / Diogelu

Safeguarding is the action taken to promote the wellbeing of children at risk from abuse, neglect and other kinds of harm.
This includes harm they may encounter through accessing online platforms. Technology is evolving quickly, and it is easy for
children to come across harmful content or negative contact with people they don’t know, which can cause confusion and
upset. Whilst we cover online safety in school, it is important that parents are aware of who their children are speaking to,
what information children are sharing about themselves and how they are feeling whilst online.

There are lots of useful websites for parents to gain useful tips from, including:
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/ and https://saferinternet.org.uk
There are also various links on our school website.

Useful Tips

Supervise use or keep technology in a family room where you can see what
your child is doing.

Use family device accounts where possible.

Check the content prior to children using.

Set up parental controls.

Follow age restrictions.

Establish healthy ‘technology’ habits.

Fundraising
A huge thankyou to all parents who supported us in raising money for Children in Need recently. We raised just over £214!

Friends of the School / Ffrindiau'r ysgol
A huge thank you to our Friends of the School association who so successfully arranged and ran the recent Christmas Fair.
Their tireless efforts are as always very much appreciated and make such a difference to the lives of pupils in the school.

Parent Governor / Rhiant Lywodraethwr

The school has a vacancy for a parent governor. This is a strategic role that can make a real difference to how the school

functions and performs. If you would like some additional information about this role or would like to apply or nominate
another parent, we would love for you to get in touch. Please contact Mrs Sian Canning, school secretary and clerk to the
governing body.

ALN Toolkit
The school has this week emailed out a useful ALN toolkit for parents / carers. If you would like a paper copy of this
document, please contact the school office.

After-School Club

The school would love to be able to offer after school provision for between 1 and 4 nights a week, however, this has
previously not been viable due to the number of pupils who would attend. To help us in identifying whether there is a
current need for this among our families, we kindly ask that those who would be interested, complete the link below to
share their thoughts and needs. This link will remain open until the end of the current school term.

After School Provision — Fill in form



https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://saferinternet.org.uk/
https://forms.office.com/e/2HEhv2R2WQ

Wellbeing / Lles

Earlier in the school term, older pupils took part in the Happen wellbeing survey and the school has since received our report.
There is some positive progress from last year, with only 9% of pupils using screens for 2 hours or more a day, compared to 41%
last year, only 19% reported feeling tired in school, compared to 38% last year, and only 9% feel they have behaviour difficulties,
compared to 23% last year.

Analysing the data provided, this year’s targets include:
e Encouraging children to use active travel methods to and from school (only 41% currently do so).
e  Support pupils with emotional difficulties (29% say they have emotional difficulties).
e  Support pupils in learning about their own health (only 6% know about their own health).
e Support pupils in recognising safe spaces to play in the community (only 16% say they can play in places they’d like to).
e Support wellbeing generally (whilst the percentages of pupils happy with their family, school, appearance and health
were high, only 74% were completely happy with friendships and only 62% were happy with their lives overall).

The school has created an action plan to try and address these identified targets.

Finally / Yn Olaf

We appreciate that whilst the build up to Christmas can be full of fun and enjoyment, it can also bring stress, financial worries,
and can be overwhelming for many adults and children. We urge any parents to please reach out if you need support or feel that
your child / children need support. Our door is always open for those who need to share concerns or worries or need advice,
support or just a cup of tea and a chat.

With kindest regards,

Sarah Corbett- Headteacher




