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‘Nurturing Hearts, Growing Minds, Opening Eyes, Imagining Futures’
‘Meithrin Calonnau, Tyfu Meddyliau, Agor Llygaid, Dychmygu Dyfodol’

Thursday 8" January 2026 / Dydd lau 8" lonawr 2026

Dear Parents/Carers,
Annwyl Rieni / Gofalwyr,

Welcome back to our new school term. We hope you all had a very merry Christmas and a happy new year! | ask that you
please take the time to read the contents of this newsletter, it contains lots of information for the start of this new term.

Weather / Y Tywydd-

As you will be aware there has been a severe weather warning for snow from this evening through to tomorrow morning.
Should it be deemed unsafe for staff and children to attempt to get into school, we will inform parents at the earliest
opportunity. This will be through a text to parents in the first instance, an update on the school’s Facebook page, and
through notification on the official Powys website. We will only ever close the school if it is felt essential to do so and
thankfully have been able to remain open this week so far. If you do not receive confirmation from us that we are closing,
the school will be open.

Safeguarding / Diogelu-

A large part of ensuring the safety of pupils, staff, and family members on the school site relies on all users following the
contents of our traffic management plan. This can be found on our school website. It requires all those who enter the school
premises with a vehicle to be extra careful by reducing their speed, using the one-way system, and parking thoughtfully. We
urge parents to either park away from the school site or park on the main playground when collecting. It is very important
that cars aren’t parked on the main curved road into school and we ask that the disabled spaces are left empty to be used by
those who truly need them. When parking on the playground, we ask that the yellow walkway be kept clear, so that pupils
and parents can safely exit the buildings and access vehicles without crossing in front of moving cars. These measures
become even more important in these winter months when weather is bad and evenings are dark. Your support is
appreciated!

Remember to all use the yellow walkway!!

Attendance / Presenoldeb
We try hard to update parents on individual and class attendance figures. We welcome all support in helping us to raise our
attendance figures, as good attendance provides pupils with the best chance of educational success.

Attendance Outcome and Impact
95 -100% Best chance of success.
Your child is taking full advantage of every learning opportunity.

90 - 95% At least 2 weeks of learning missed.
Satisfactory.
Your child may have to spend time catching up with work.

85 -90% At least 4 weeks of learning missed.
Your child may be at risk of underachieving and may need extra support from you to
catch up with work.

80 -85% At least 5 % weeks of learning missed.
Your child’s poor attendance has a significant impact on learning.

Below 80% At least 7 % weeks of learning missed.
attendance Your child is missing out on a broad and balanced education.
You are at risk of prosecution.




Wellbeing / Lles-
Prior to the holidays we communicated the results of the Happen wellbeing survey that was carried out earlier this school
year by pupils in Years 4, 5 and 6. Whilst the results were generally good, we will be communicating one identified target
each month, in the hope that parents / carers will support us in helping to improve the outcome.

Curriculum / Cwricwlwm-
This term the whole school is focussing on the topic, ‘What a wonderful World’. This topic allows pupils in each class to
explore their local area / environment, whilst contrasting it with a country very different to our own. Prior to starting on this
topic, all classes will be taking part in a literacy project called ‘Book Fizz’ which focuses on developing and enriching pupils’
literacy skills. We look forward to sharing the outcome of this project later in the school term.

This month’s target is supporting pupils to improve their concentration in school. In our survey only 41% said they can
concentrate every day, with 19% saying they feel tired in school every day. In school, we try to create a distraction free
learning environment, by considering the seating positions in classes and by creating routine and structure to the school day,
including the use of regular movement breaks. We use a variety of teaching methods and plan lessons that are engaging and
relevant to children’s interests. At home you can help by ensuring your child has a healthy sleep routine, a healthy well-
balanced diet, and by providing opportunities for them to participate in physical activity. Please don’t hesitate to contact us
if you would like to discuss your child and further ways to help them.

In order to support parents in knowing what their child will be learning in school over the coming term, we would like to
invite parents to join us for ‘Meet the Teachers’ meetings next week. These meetings are optional for parents to attend. We
appreciate not all parents will be able to attend so in addition, will be sending home an overview from each class. Please
note, children will not be in attendance during this session.

Meet the Teacher- Class 1
Wednesday 14" January 3- 3.30pm.

Meet the Teacher- Class 2
Tuesday 13 January 3- 3.30pm.

Meet the Teacher- Class 3
Thursday 15 January 3- 3.30pm.

Youngest pupils

The school has identified a new whole-school target for this term. This is based on pupil’s being able to recognise and assess
their own progress over time.

Oldest pupils

1.9
Assessing
my progress
over time

Knowing how
well | am doing
with learning

With the teacher’s help,
| can show others how
my learning is
improving.

With a few prompts | can
show different examples
of my learning and talk
about how my learning is
improving.

I can identify examples of
my learning in several of the
AoLEs.

I demonstrate and explain
clearly and accurately how |
am progressing.

In all of the AoLEs | can explain
my progress in detail.

| can give specific examples
and reasons as to why | have
progressed well.

Progressing in
my learning
behaviours
(Teamwork)

| know what a good
team player does, and |
am beginning to focus
on being a good one.

| can share things with
others.

I usually act as a good
team player and | support
others well.

| take turns with others
and make sure others
have their turn.

| frequently act as a good
team player in a variety of
different roles.

| support others and | am
beginning to provide good
group leadership.

| consistently act as a good
team player in a wide range of
different roles.

| help others develop their
roles, including helping them
to be more engaged or
involved.

I lead groups fairly and
successfully. | help others to
lead too.

Progressing in
my learning
behaviours
(Perseverance)

I know that it is
important to keep trying
and to not give up.

I can do this in things |
like.

| concentrate for longer,
even with things that | do
not like.

| try to have positive
thoughts.

I stick at nearly all things
that are difficult.

| frequently focus on
positive thoughts and share
these with others.

| have a range of strategies to
help me to persevere.

| persevere in everything I do,
especially things that | find
hard.

| help others persevere better
too.

There is no swimming for any year groups this term.




Friends of the School / Ffrindiau'r ysgol-
Many thanks to all parents who attend the ‘Friends of the School’ meetings. The next meeting will be on Monday 19 January
3.30pm in class 1. Why not come along and share your thoughts and ideas.

Parent Governor / Rhiant Lywodraethwr-

The school still has a vacancy for a parent governor. This is a strategic role that can make a real difference to how the school
functions and performs. If you would like some additional information about this role or would like to apply or nominate
another parent, we would love for you to get in touch. Please contact Mrs Sian Canning, school secretary and clerk to the
governing body.

After-School Club / Clwb ar ol Ysgol-

Earlier in the school year, we asked for parents’ thoughts and their potential use, should an after- school club be created on site.
This would be to help parents with wrap around childcare provision. Thank you so much to all of those completed to indicate
their need. Unfortunately, at this time, there would not be enough children in attendance for us to run successfully. We
sincerely apologise to those who really need this sort of provision. This decision will be revisited in the summer term.

Dates for the diary / Dyddiadau ar gyfer y dyddiadur-

Monday 12" January

Train safety talks- Class 2 and 3

Tuesday 13 January

Meet the Teacher- Class 2

Wednesday 14™ January

Meet the Teacher- Class 1

Wednesday 14™ January

Football workshop- am

Thursday 15 January

Meet the Teacher- Class 3

Monday 19t January

FOS 3.30pm

Tuesday 20 January Welsh Fun Workshop- Class 2 and 3
Friday 23" January Big Garden Bird Watch
Tuesday 27 January Llanidloes High School- Language transition Day (Year 6)

Wednesday 4" February

Parent’s Evening

Thursday 5% February

Parent’s Evening

Tuesday 10" February

Safer Internet Day

Tuesday 10" February

Newtown High School- WOW transition Day (Year 6)

Friday 13 February

Messy Play

Friday 13™ February

Welsh Music Day

Friday 13™ February

Break up for half term

Monday 23" February

Return to school

Thursday 26 February

Girl’s Rugby Year 5 and 6

Friday 27% February

School Eisteddfod

Monday 2" — Wednesday 4™ March

Llangrannog residential trip

Thursday 5" March

World Book Day

Friday 6™ March

Cluster Inset Day

Monday 9t March

Swim Gala

Thursday 12t March

Open Rugby Year 5 and 6

Friday 13 March

Red Nose Day

Friday 13 March

Mother’s Day event

Friday 20™ March Messy Play
Thursday 26 March Break up for Easter Holidays
Friday 27™ March Inset Day

Finally / Yn Olaf

If you have any concerns or worries, please get in touch with us and we will do our utmost to support and help. We are here for

all parents, families and children!

With kindest regards,

Sarah Corbett- Headteacher




